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Bill Mecurio crewed the flight line and 
produced another accident/incident 
free fly-in. Not all the volunteers can be 
mentioned, but we all thank you for 
your support.
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THE FLY-IN WAS A SUCCESS
By all accounts, other than maybe total turnout, the Fall Fly-in was Great! The weather, though a bit blustery had 

abated from the triple-digit temps of the prior day and sunburn and heat exhaustion were non-existent. 

The Friday prior to the fly-in rolled 
in like a  Louisiana evening in August 
forcing many of us to remain inside 
cleaning out bathroom cabinets and 
baking cookies and wondering if the 
juxtaposed forecast we were hearing, 
promising a cold front, would actually 
arrive. Well arrive it did and Saturday’s 
temperatures were cool though the 
wind might have been the reason that 
many didn’t show up, assuming they 
had originally planed to. Without the 
exact numbers yet I would guess that 
we had half the planes and served half 
the meals that we did during our last 
fly-in. I for one, however, enjoyed the 

reduced numbers. It seemed last time 
all the volunteers were running around 
like a cat in a room full of rocking 
chairs trying to keep everything 
running smoothly. This time many of us 
had time to sit down and talk with our 
neighbors, something we only get to do 
a couple of time a year. Andy was 
entertaining as the MC, Les ran a well 
organized kitchen providing burgers 
that were bigger than the buns and 
Pam entertained the kiddies. Connie 
and her girls signed up about 45 Young 
Eagle flyers (we had a couple of adult 
first flyers too). Dick and his group set 
up/tore down all but the circus tent.

 Boys and Girls 
just wan’a have 

fun!

The BIG Fly-in 
issue
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We all come for the food and to 
watch airplanes but how much 

do we really notice?

I hope that all EAA members who 
were busy providing their services to 
produce a flawless fly-in, took the time 
to walk around and observe some of 
the different types of airplanes that 
arrived. Now you might have thought 
that you knew every airplane there was  
but I’m here to challenge your 
observation skills. On this page are 
some photos of (parts of) airplanes that 
attended the fly-in. Through the magic 
of digital photo editing I have changed 
some of the colors and proportions to 
make it a little more difficult for you 
self- proclaimed plane buffs. Your job is 
to match the type of airplane with the 
picture. If you know the owner you get 
extra points. So let’s see who was 
paying attention.

I’ll help you out by listing the 
airplane on the right.                                       

Match the plane with the picture

Yak N255M
RV-10 N533JD
Lancair N83JK
Breezy N198T
Partinavia N468C
C310 N21KB
Extra N109SG
Maule N63512
T-34 N13JG
Meyers Toot N409RW
Polan Special N11DP
T18 NX18DD
RV-12 N745RV
A clown with Patches
CriCri N135CH
International Airline pilot
B-18 N845JH
Stinson 108-2  N9867D
Citabria N9588S
Happy Campers

AIRPLANE PARTS AND PIECES
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Notice to advertisers
If you have paid for advertising 
and do not see your ad here, 

please contact me and send me 
your business card or ad copy 

for inclusion into the next 
newsletter.

We have had a transition at the Newsletter and the 
advertising manager and we are trying to verify all 

our faithful advertisers. Send copy to 
Buhwana@charter.net 

817-579-1850

mailto:Buhwana@charter.net
mailto:Buhwana@charter.net
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HENRY EHRLICH

Henry Ehrlich Honored for 50 years of Safe 
Flying 

On August 10th Henry and his wife Lola accepted the FAA Wright 
Brothers award. 
The Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award recognizes pilots who have 
demonstrated professionalism, skill and aviation expertise by 
maintaining safe operations for 50 or more years. Recipients are 
awarded a certificate and a lapel pin and are recognized in the Wright 
Brothers Master Pilot Award - you can view the Roll of Honor located 
online, here  The award was presented by FAA’s Steven Norad at a 
ceremony held at the PPOA clubhouse. Some 95 friends were at the 
celebration. Henry began his flying career in Ruston, La. while in 
engineering school at Louisiana Tech University. He currently flies a 
Cessna 170 that has been totally restored but it’s not his first 
airplane. Back in his student flying days he made a trip to Kansas 
with a friend, from his home in NM. During his stay he purchased a 
Cessna 120 and with all the knowledge of his Student Pilot Rating 
proceeded to fly it home to Carlsbad, NM. Henry said, “I went to the 
local 5&10 bought a plotter and a map and took off. Of course I didn’t 
know what I didn’t know, like anything about weather, but made it 
never the less.” Except, along the way he had to land at the Beech 
factory because of a nasty bout of airsickness due to rough chop. He 
was ceremoniously met by the security guard who really didn’t make 
too much of a fuss and remained a safe distance from the airplane as 
Henry cleaned it out. A few hours on the couch and he was on his 
way. All the member of EAA chapter 983 congratulate you and hope 
some day we will also achieve that lofty status!

https://www.faasafety.gov/content/MasterPilot/RecipientList.aspx
https://www.faasafety.gov/content/MasterPilot/RecipientList.aspx
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Here’s STUFF we don’t want. Maybe you do! 
 (otherwise called WANT ADS)

FLY the BEST - F.8L Falco N89WH
Flying the P-51 “Crazy Horse” was a bucket list experience. Flying Roy LoPresti’s SwiftFury was another 

such experience. Owning and flying Falco N89WH, aka “Madame H,” equals either. 
 TTAF 346/SMOH 346. Stunning Italian design – beautiful, fast, responsive, based at 0TX1 (Pecan 

Plantation, TX). Plans built by Willard Hofler with excellent quality construction. IO-320 B1A Lycoming, 8.5 
g/hr cruise at 155 knts/hr, aerobatic design loads, GPS, NavCom, Com, autopilot, electric trim, leather 

interior. No damage history. Henderson Roy ifraviator@aol.com $84,000 US 206-399-6980

KIT FOR SALE
Plans # 21556 purchased 1989. Empennage and left wing have been completed, all parts for right wing 

present. Fuse frame for wing joint also present. Phlogiston wing spar option. Finishing kit and quick-build 
fuselage option are still available from Van’s (according to Van’s website). I bought a flying RV-6 after 
finishing the first wing, so it's time to let the project go. Good workmanship (modesty aside ). Asking 

$3500, reasonable offers considered. Great inexpensive way to get into building. 
Pics at https://picasaweb.google.com/N889RV/RV6KitForSale?authkey=Gv1sRgCNC93ezCj7TrkwE#

Located at Nassau Bay airport (0TX0).   jpsewell@windstream.net

Can’t afford a whole airplane?
Cessna 172, 180HP STC, 4600 TT, 100SMOH, 1/4 share $13,900. Call Larry @  501 802-1876

 Airplane Earl (you know, the slippery stuff)
Exxon Elite Aircraft Oil.   0tx1 has our own distributor!

Top rated for both wear and corrosion protection. Profits donated to the Dennis N. Polen Educational 
Foundation    $77.14/case.    Dick Keyt 817-279-7590

New Members of EAA983
Curt and Judy Farley

Keith Brown
Chris Filidoro
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IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN
— For   AIR SALVAGE’S   
ANNUAL   FLY-IN  &  

SALE!  Saturday
**DECEMBER 8,2012, 8AM TO 3PM**

EVERYTHING IS ON SALE!!   20 TO 
50% OFF

AIR SALVAGE OF DALLAS Located 
across from the Lancaster Airport FLY-
IN OR DRIVE-IN Transportation will 
be provided

www.asod.com

972-227-1111

Pilots Needed
Pilots needed to fly the 
Granbury High School 

Aviation Class at Granbury 
Airport on December 15 
at 9:00. (about 50 kids)

Please let me know if you 
can fly by November 15.
ksasser@charter.net

http://www.asod.com/
http://www.asod.com/
mailto:ksasser@charter.net
mailto:ksasser@charter.net
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Please join us for the best Christmas Party of the year, the 
2012 EAA Chapter 983 Christmas Party Saturday, 

December 8 @ the Pecan Plantation Clubhouse ballroom
Hospitality hour begins at 6 PM with a no-host bar; dinner is served at 7:00 PM 
A photographer will greet you in the foyer to capture the moment. Jean Crawford 
will provide beautiful music from the piano for our listening pleasure.

The Committee assembled the following delicious Menu Served Hors d'oeuvres
Garden Salad
Thyme wrapped tenderloin of beef with creamy horseradish sauce Yukon Gold 
mashed potatoes
Baby vegetables cooked to perfection
Turtle Cheesecake with Fresh Berries

Tickets are $40.00 and available from 9 November to 2 December from Claudia 
Sutter at 579-8765/ martinsutter@charter.net if you plan a group for your 10 
person table, PLEASE collect checks to cover everyone in the group and then 
purchase your tickets.

****** We will also accept your checks at the November 10 EAA 
meeting****** Y'ALL COME !!!
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Chapter 
meeting 
report:

Treasury report:  
$10,009 in bank  
$38 Petty cash
 
Christmas banquet 
tickets will be 
available for party 
Dec 8th at PPOA.  
We need everyone 
that has had a First 
Flight since last Dec 
to contact Pam 
Fisher with 
information for 
their flight jackets:  
size, plane ID, date 
of flight and 
color(s).  I have the 
catalog so give her a 
call to choose your 
colors..  Deadline 
for information is 

Nov 8thth.  If you’re 
sure you’ll have your 
first flight by Dec 
8th, go ahead and 
give her your 
information,
 
Doug Crumrine is 
looking for someone 
to Chair the Flyin 
for next year.  We 
also need a new 
Young Eagle 
Coordinator as 
Konnie Sasser would 
like to retire..
 
Net profit for  flyin 
2012 $3800
 
Oct 13th meeting:  
Manny Rendeiro 
with the “Brazo’s 
Buzzards’ our local 
RC Model Club.  
Great models on 
display and 

discussion of the 
workings and thrill 
of flying RC’s.
 
Nov 10th meeting:  
Business meeting, 
followed by a 
‘hangar cleanup’ day 
and a BBQ using 
foods left over from 
the flyin.  Please 
email Pam if you 
have any food 
stored from the 
flyin.
 



[9]

GRANBURY, TX – Some people have narrow alleys behind their house. Roe and Marcia Walker have a concrete taxiway behind 
theirs.
They live in a fly-in airpark community near Granbury and have access to an airstrip directly across the street. The hangar in their 
backyard houses a red, white and blue Piper Comanche 250, which they fly whenever possible to see family. “It’s the family 
sedan. We fly when the weather is good,” Roe said. Together, their passion for flying takes them to places like Phoenix, 
Cincinnati, Oshkosh, Florida, California, Canada and Alaska, to name a few.
To foster their love for flying locally, Roe and Marcia are members of the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA). The EAA began 
in 1953 when 36 people with a love for flying developed by-laws, created the name and called themselves members. The 
headquarters is in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Since the planes these members flew were mostly built from scratch, they had to display 
the word Experimental on the cockpit door. The EAA includes a variety of planes, such as: antiques, classics, warbirds, aerobatic 
aircraft, ultralights, helicopters and certified manufactured aircraft. EAA members not only nurture their passion for the air by 
constructing, maintaining and flying aircraft, but also nurture growing children’s interest by sharing their passion with others. As 
EAA members, Roe and Marcia participate in the Young Eagles program.
This program provides youth, ages 8 through 17, the opportunity to experience firsthand what it is like to fly in an airplane. Since 
1992, when the program began, 1.6 million youth have enjoyed a flight and instruction about aircraft. The lesson consists of a free 
20-minute flight over the town as the pilot explains reference points, such as lakes and town squares. The pilot describes the 
instrument panel and parts of a plane, and they review charts and maps. When they complete the flight, the youth receive a 
certificate and a pair of “wings” from the EAA. The course can spark an interest in aviation that a child can take into adulthood and 
beyond. In September, Roe and Marcia participated in a fly-in in their community. Forty-five young kids signed up to fly with 
experienced pilots and earn their wings. Fly-ins are open to the public, and several activities take place. Aircraft do flybys, a 
simulator is available and children can take the 20-minute course while their parents enjoy hot dogs, hamburgers and “hangar” 
prizes. “There weren’t as many kids this year because of the weather, I think,” Roe explained. “Last year we flew 109.” Roe’s love 
for flying began right after high school in the 1950s.
He attended the University of Illinois and was required to take ROTC. “I didn’t think I’d like foxholes, so I went Air Force,” Roe 
said. “This was the first time I became interested in airplanes. I had no previous experience.” Roe advanced through basic pilot 
training and advanced pilot training and flew a By Erin McEndree number of aircraft. He flew Piper PA-18s, T-6Gs, T-28s and 
T-33s — based on the first jet-powered fighter, the F-80. After graduation, he became an instructor in the T-33, flew in B-47s and 
B-52s for Strategic Air Command and EB-66s in Vietnam. He then returned to the classroom to finish graduate school in logistics. 
Roe did not fly from 1972 to 1990. He worked at General Dynamics in Fort Worth; Hill Air Force Base in Ogden, Utah; and 
Lockheed Martin. “A fellow I worked with was a flight instructor, and he talked me into flying again,” Roe said.
He enjoyed it so much he made plans to buy his own plane. “Roe came home from work one day and said he was going to buy a 
plane,” Marcia said. “I decided to take a companion course that the EAA offered.” The course teaches companions how to get the 
plane on the ground if anything goes wrong with the pilot. “When I took the course, I was hooked.” Marcia continued to fly and 
obtained a pilot’s license and instrument rating. Roe has a commercial license with instrument rating. Roe thinks it was very wise 
on Marcia’s part to take the companion course. Now, their shared, unique hobby allows them to see the world. Recently, they saw 
Canada and Alaska in their Piper Comanche. “This was a really big excursion we set out on,” Roe said. They were gone a month. 
They stopped in Arizona to see family before their rendezvous point in Olympia, Washington.
The total trip had 23 stops along the way. It took 52 hours to fly the 8,000 mile journey. Fourteen aircraft flew the trip. “There were 
all kinds of aircraft: Beechcraft Bonanzas, a homemade RV-8, Cirrus SR-22s, Cessna, Mooney, and an Aviat Husky,” Roe 
explained. “There were people from all over. They came from Australia, Florida, Cincinnati, California, Utah and Texas,” Marcia 
said. “At some stops we rented a car and went sightseeing. We also went on a wildlife and glacier tour.” Marcia has other hobbies 
she spends time on when she is not in the air. She paints, makes Teddy bears out of mohair and creates brilliantly colored, 
stained-glass wall hangings. Several of them depict airplanes Roe has flown. Roe also has interests tied into flying. He proudly 
displays his collection of model aircraft, all of which he has flown. In addition to his model aircraft, he has a collection of red, 
International Harvester tractors that reminds him of growing up on a farm in Illinois. The couple met while in college at the 
University of Illinois. “We met on a blind date,” Roe laughed, “and we have been married 58 years.” For 22 of those years, they 
have shared a love for flying. Their son lives in Dallas. They also have two daughters who followed their dad’s military route.
The older is active-duty Air Force and is on the Colonel’s list. The younger retired as a lieutenant colonel. Roe and Marcia love 
their community and surroundings. Deer and other wildlife quietly roam the yards of their neighborhood unharmed. “We are more 
like a squadron or military unit here,” Marcia said. “We have hangar parties like other people have pool parties or tailgate parties.” 
“This is a great way to live,” Roe said. “Airline pilots and retired military pilots live here. One of my neighbors holds the speed 
record for a 4-cylinder airplane. And the neighbors over there,” Roe pointed, “they think they moved and landed in heaven.” The 
red, white and blue Piper Comanche 250 fulfills Roe and Marcia’s love for flying. Their hobby takes them far and wide, but best of 
all, they share their love for aviation with generations to come.

By Erin McEndree. Photos by Vanessa Polozola. 
Courtesy of GranburyNOW Magazine, a NOW 
Magazine, L.L.C. publication. www.nowmagazines.com

http://www.nowmagazines.com/
http://www.nowmagazines.com/
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TO ALL EAA 983 MEMBERS & GUEST:
We have another great presentation planned for this Saturday, 10 November 2012 @1000, 
Pecan Plantation Plane View Park.

WE ARE EXCITED TO HAVE AGAIN: Mike Montefusco with another WINGS 
presentation and also a hangar clean-up and barbecue afterwards: 

The Santa Teresa Conundrum will explore a recent in-flight operational "situation" 
that could have been a significant hazard or worse.
FAR 91.103 states that "Each pilot in command shall, before beginning a flight, become 
familiar with all available information concerning that flight."  

• What happens when "all available information" is not enough information?
• What happens when the PIC is presented with real-time MK-1 "eyeball" 

information that differs from that obtained during preflight planning?
• That's what happened on a recent flight from the DFW area to Santa Teresa, 

NM and the discussion of "What would YOU do? 
-- 
Mike Montefusco
PPGS101
FAA Certificated Flight Instructor (CFI-I)
FAA Safety Team (FAAST) Representative (FSDO SW19)
(P) 817-735-5204  (C) 903-456-2159  (E) mike@ppgs101.com
http://www.ppgs101.com/


