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Martin Sutter wins an EAA Major 
Achievement Award! 
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In this issue 
Major Awards 
Aug EAA meeting 
OSH update 
Fly-in Update 

To add to a string of awards for 
the restoration of their beautiful 
Swift, Steve and Barb Wilson 
won an “Outstanding Vintage 
Aircraft” award in the 151-235 
hp Custom class. 

Dick Keyt won the RG Blue-T 
category race in the Airventure 
Cup with a speed of 321.22 
mph. The Polen Special is still 
the Fastest 4 cylinder airplane 
in the world!! 

EAA 983 fly-in on September 8th 
from 1000 to 1600 

Young Eagle Flights 
Showcase of airplanes 
Food 
Kid Venture and simulators 
 

 

The annual EAA Major Achievement Awards were established to 
recognize outstanding Chapter members.  Strong and healthy EAA 
Chapters are the backbone of the organization and Chapters can’t 
be successful without dedicated local volunteers. 

Those who have been honored by the Major Achievement awards 
in the past have demonstrated their passion and dedication for 
their Chapter, EAA and the recreational aviation community. The 
annual EAA Major Achievement Awards were established to 
recognize outstanding Chapter members. Strong and healthy EAA 
Chapters are the backbone of the organization and Chapters can’t 
be successful without dedicated local volunteers. 

Those who have been honored by the Major Achievement awards 
in the past have demonstrated their passion and dedication for 
their Chapter, EAA and the recreational aviation community. 

Martin was one of three award winners this year with the awards 
being presented on Saturday of Oshkosh week with Doug 
Crumrine accepting on Martins behalf. Martin has built 5 kits 
himself but his helping others with both building and first flights for 
the last 25 years is what won him the award.  

Congratulations Martin!! 



 

 

  

Herb Hagler on Seaplanes 

During The EAA August meeting Herb Hagler 
floated his presentation to the members about 
how to obtain a Seaplane rating as well as the 
skinny on owning and maintaining a seaplane.  

According to Herb “Don’t start flying seaplane 
unless you want to be hooked” because after his 
first flight he was smitten. A seaplane rating is 
one of the easiest add on ratings to get and it 
will suffice for your biannual. Quite a few 
members here at 983 have made the trip to Jack 
Brown’s Seaplane base in Winterhaven, Florida 
to go through Jack’s two day course in which he 
gives you training in a J-3 Cub on straight 

floats. Now you can do your training right here 
in Texas with Herb who is based in McKinney 
at Aero Country.  

About five years ago Texas became more user 
friendly towards seaplane and their operation 
on local lakes. There are but a few lakes that 
don’t allow you to drop in and any restrictions 
are noted in the Seaplane Association’s “Water 
Landing Directory”. The only problem with 
Texas is there are few if any fuel services 
available and most marinas no longer carry 
non-ethanol fuel if you have an STC to use it.  

 

 

Assuming you are a competent land pilot the 
seaplane add-on rating will typically take less 
than ten hours of instruction and often less, 
along with an FAA check ride. 
 
Some of the skills that you will learn are: 
  
* Reading the wind without the use of AWOS 
* Taxing without the use of Brakes 
* Sailing backwards 
* Landing on glassy water 
* Beaching or coming ashore 
* Docking, Ramping, Mooring 
 
Due to the cost of insurance (about 
$12,000/year in Herbs case) as well as training 
in a Maule as opposed to a Piper J-3, training 
costs are not cheap (what in aviation any more 
is?). Herb charges $275/hours until you have 
your rating, at which point he will ride with 
you as a spectator (insurance regulations 
again) for $225/h 
 
FMI: www.texasseaplanes.com 
 www.seaplane.org 

Mark you Calendars 
for the Christmas party 

on 
12/08/2012 



 

 

  

 
Wet & Not So Wild 

Seaplanes Put The Adventure Back In Flying 
By David Juwel 

In celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the Seaplane 
Pilots Association, Executive Director 
Steve McCaughey, announced that the SPA 
is awarding two fully paid seaplane rating 
scholarships. The first scholarship recipient 
was selected prior to AirVenture, and the 
second will be chosen from applications 
received at AirVenture.  

 
The scholarship program is limited to 
applicants between the ages of 17-25, with a 
PPL, who are members of the SPA. Their goal 
is to have 12 scholarships a year, and then 24 scholarships a year, and even more as the 
scholarship program develops. The purpose is to stimulate young pilots into becoming 
seaplane advocates and devotees. There is no deadline and pilots not initially chosen can stay 
in the pool. 

Seaplane flying gives you safety, adventure and additional skills. The safety comes from the 
fact that an amphibious plane has hundreds of thousands of more places across the US that 
can function as a landing spot in an emergency. There are also numerous seaplane bases. You 
have an additional safety factor in the fact that you can now cross bodies of water without 
incurring additional risk. The adventure comes from flying, exploring and camping in remote 
areas; areas that you previously avoided. What could be more romantic than having a picnic 
on a small uninhabited island with your sweetheart, and then flying home with the moon 
reflecting off the water, with city lights in the near distance. The increase in skills comes not 
only from mastering water landings, but also in mastering the stick & rudder skills, which are 
rarely taught in flight schools anymore. 

And then there is the shear uniqueness of it. I can remember my first amphibious instruction 
flight. It was the first time I had ever landed without having to line up within the narrow 
confines of a runway. It was the first time I took off in a semi-circle (on purpose anyways). It 
was the first time I routinely lifted a landing gear (float) off the runway (water) each time to 
get airborne. Seaplane flying is the only opportunity you’ll ever have to land in water without 
getting wet! It’s a blast to do. I recommend you swim (run) as fast as you can to your nearest 
seaplane instructor. 

FMI: www.seaplanes.org   Written with permission of Aero-News.net 
 



 

 

  

Another Baby is on the Way! 
 
 As much as we EAA’er like to call our 
airplanes babies, chapter 983 will soon 
have another. Don Christiansen will soon 
deliver his third child, which has begun to 
kick and by kicking I mean on August 8th, 
with the help of Don Saint, Jerry Gazda 
and a good set of tie downs, Don ran his 
beautiful Chrome Valve covered, 
Experimental Lycoming XIO-390 engine. 

 
This is Don’s third child and he has 
equipped this RV-8 with all the avionics 
he wished he had on his previous 
airplanes, if they were available at the 
time. This one will be IFR with the 
addition of a Dynon Skyview package and 
autopilot and a Garmin 696 held into the 
panel with a Gizmo. The Lycoming XIO-
390 produces 200 hp, which will take 
him straight up and according to Don 
that’s the way he likes to go! 

Don almost followed in George Forman’s 
steps, who named all of his 8 boys 
George, and has selected N314DC as his 
registration number, the previous two, an 
RV-4 and his current RV-8, being N214DC 
and N114DC.  
 
Currently Don is having some 
“disagreements” with his AHARS unit and 
freely admits, “I’m good mechanically, but 
not so good electronically” and when 
asked about the date of his first flight, 
says “whenever”. Of course this is where 
good neighbors and fellow builders come 
in and he is hoping that Don Saint will iron 

out his issue if he 
can’t 
get a 
grip on 
them 
soon.  
 
Here is 
Yellow 
Bird I 
facing off 
with a 
naked 
Yellowbird II. 
These are 
the names 
Don calls his 

airplanes. When the airplane is complete 
and flying Don will take it on another of his 
Back Mountain flying adventures in Idaho. 
 



 

 

  

Ok, let’s get something straight. 
You’re new newsletter editor 
doesn’t have a clue what he’s 
doing..Oh sure I can change fonts 
and add color but you get what you 
get, mistakes and all. Like that 
guy on the left, I’m flying blinded 
and backwards.  
As they say in Texas.”Hep me out!” 
If there is something that you 
would like to see, let me know. If 
there is a product that you would 
like to know about, but are to butt 
lazy to research, let me know. I’ll 

Research it for you. If there is 
content that you would like to 
see, let me know. IF I DON’T hear 
from anyone then I will put into 
the newsletter what interest me 
or it might be all about me! No 
promises. This gig doesn’t pay a 
lot and the bennies stink but I’m 
happy to do it nevertheless. So 
now that I’ve got that out of the 
way, let’s talk about me; sort of 
an introduction to the new 
editor. 
As of June 1st, 2012 I retired 
from American Airlines. I worked 
there for 26 years, flew 
everything they now own and then 
some. I was typed on the B727, 
B737, B757, B767, B777, MD80, and 
the MD11. That and $7 will get 
you a cup of coffee at that 
Seattle joint. Now it means 
nothing. I retired with my health 

and if you have been reading the 
papers you know that AA has become 
a very stressful place to work as 
management can’t seem to make a 
buck and are trying to get it out 
of the employee’s hide. Now I am 
doing some ferry work for Van 
Bortel aircraft, the largest 
Cessna dealer in the world! 
I also spent this year at Oshkosh 
writing for www.Aero-news.net, an 
online aviation newsletter. No 
pay, but they covered my expenses. 
Some of the articles you will be 
reading will be those that my 
fellow reporters and I wrote. It 
sure was a different way to see 
OSH and the first time I could 
spend the entire week without 
having to rush home to work for 
the Man. Well that’s it. Don’t 
make me write more about me! 



 

 

Kenneth Sparks 
Just a short note about one of the good guys. To my knowledge Ken 
was not a member of the EAA (though an AOPA member), but 
never the less he was one of the guys you could always depend on 
here in Pecan. When I first journeyed down to look at this place we 
call Pecan Plantation Ken and Karen were the first people we met 
and spoke with. They took the time to tell us all that was good about 
PP. He never minced words and always told it like it was. He owned 
dozens of airplanes in his life and had a wide experience in aviation 
as well as life.  He passed away on August 21st at the age of 86. He 
had the unique ability to have the wisdom of my father and the 
friendliness of a big brother. We will miss him. 
“We all must make that final trip West.” …Author unknown 
   GODSPEED KEN 

FLY-IN REMINDER 
 
As I might have mentioned earlier, 

on September 8th we will have our 
27th annual Fly-in at Pecan 
Plantation (Actually, I haven’t a clue 
how many we’ve had but we’ve been 
doing them since I moved here in 
1995 and sometimes twice a year!) 
 
This year along with the showcase of 
aircraft, moderated by our own 
International Airline Pilot, part time 
writer and local DJ at the hottest 
bar in town (Ok, I made that up) 
will be Andy Shane and his sidekick 
Damon Berry. We will also have 983’s 
version of “Kid Venture” along with a 
bunch of flying simulators set up in 
the Houseman’s hangar. Lunch will be 
served with plenty of seating to rest 
your feet after enjoying all the 
airplanes.  
The Young Eagles will be trying to 
turn skulls full of mush into the next 
Bob Hoover so bring your kids or 
grandkids out for a real aireoplane 
ride. Get there early as rides are 
limited and there is a cut off time as 
our volunteer pilots do get tired and 
want to have a burger too! 

This year an auction will take place 
with the proceeds going to your local 
983 chapter. Here is a list of goodies 
that YOU can win: 
 

1.  Lowes - Skill 18v cordless drill/driver      
 and pivoting head flashlight                     
 combo.  $89.97 retail. 
2.  Dancing Pam - two one hour dance 
 lessons for an indvidual or 
 couple.  $70 value. 
3.  Precision Airmotive - sending hats. 
4.  Garmin - "something good". 
5.  Larry Cheatwood - IFR/VFR 
 certification and maybe prints. 
6.  SkyTec - no details yet. 
7.  Plane Power - no details yet. 
8.  Avery Tools - no details yet. 
9.  EXP Aircraft - transponder check. 
 $95 value. 
10.  Air Salvage of Dallas - no details 
 yet. 
11.  F&M Enterprises - gift certificate or 
 something. 
12.  Tina's Pilot Shop - child's leather 
 flight jacket.  (very cool looking!) 
 $95 retail. 



 

 

An Afternoon project to cool you off! 

My friend Mike is a pilot for American airlines. He lives at Holly Mountain, 
Arkansas but sits reserve here at DFW. When he has time on his hands he 
comes down and visits and I usually put him to work, which he doesn’t mind 
because anything is better than sitting in a crashpad waiting for Scheduling 
to call and assign him a trip. This time during his visit he introduced me to 
a project he stole from one of the guys in his chapter, an aircraft Air 
Conditioning unit for us guys with the “cheap” planes! You’ve seen these 
units for $500-$700 plus but I’m here to tell you we made one for less 
than $130 from part obtained from the local “Wally World of wonderful 
airplane parts” and other local Granbury establishments. I’ll give you a list 
of parts and item numbers and then show you how to build one in less than 
three hours! First the parts list: 
 
1. MHT Heater core item 398247 from O’reilly’s autoparts     $22.99 
2. Attwood 4” Bilge Blower from Stump’s Marina    $32.99 
3. Attwood Bilge Pump from Wal-Mart      $19.96 
4. 28 quart Cooler from Wal-Mart      $19.88 
5. 2 x 4’ Dryer vents from Lowes   $6.47ec        $12.94 
6. Pt# 23442 AV dishwasher connector Lowes    $ 1.93 
7. Pt# 29379 NY Bar splcr  5/8x5/8 Lowes     $ 1.51 
8. Pt# 35765 5/8” ID Braided PVC tubing 3’ long Lowes  $4.92 
9. A 12 volt plug and extension cord (scavenged from home)  free 
 
Open the lid of the ice cooler and cut a hole the diameter of the 
blower all the way through the top. On the opposite side of the 
inside of the lid cut a square that will fit the heater core but not 
all the way through. On the outside of the top cut a 4”hole above 

the heater to provide air to the backside of the heater core. A 
dryer vent will go above this hole. You will have to dig out some 
of the insulation. The blower is mounted through the 
first hole and the dryer vent is secured to it on the 
outside of the top. This will protect debris from 

entering the blower. We used some JB weld to hold it 
together. The bilge pump is mounted on the bottom of the inside 
of the cooler with a couple of screws. Plumb the bilge pump to one side of 
the heater core (the other side will just dump water back into the cooler.) 
Secure the heater core into position with a couple of screws, wire the unit 

up with a 12 volt plug, screw the other dryer vent 
facing in the direction you want the cool air to go and 
you’re done. Put a bag of ice and a little water in the 
cooler, plug it in and you’re good to go. In our 
unscientific test we were able to get 55 degree air in 
the cabin of my truck sitting in my hangar. Your result 
may vary! You’re welcome to come test mine. Bring a bag of ICE! 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 


