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Chapter 983 meets the second Saturday at 10:00 am in The Houseman Hanger.  N.E. Corner of the runway. November/December 

 

Sunday 4 December is the deadline to purchase tickets to the best Christmas party of the year.  

Please contact Claudia or Sally to arrange your tickets and at your earliest opportunity. Details follow: 

2011 EAA Chapter 983 Christmas Party Saturday, December 10 @ the Pecan 

Plantation Clubhouse ballroom 

Hospitality hour begins at 5 PM with a no-host bar; dinner is served at 6:30 PM 

A photographer will greet you in the foyer to capture the moment; a DJ with a sensitive volume control 

will entertain the crowd and provide music for your dancing and listening pleasure. 

The Committee assembled the following delicious Menu 

Served Hors d'oeuvres 

Garden Salad 

Thyme wrapped tenderloin of beef with creamy horseradish sauce 

Yukon Gold mashed potatoes 

Baby vegetables cooked to perfection 

Pecan’s signature Pecan Pie with a dollop of Vanilla Bean ice-cream 

Tickets are $40.00 and available from 12 November to 4 December from either Sally Eanes at 579-0699/ gene131@charter.net 

or Claudia Sutter at 579-8765/ martinsutter@charter.net if you plan a group for your 10 person table, PLEASE collect checks 

to cover everyone in the group and then purchase your tickets. 

Y'ALL COME as you may see Santa and his lovely helper there 



Kevin Ross 

17,000 hr Pilot Military and Commercial 

ATP 

A&P 

EAA Member since 1979 (#135702) 

Current EAA Technical Counselor/15 years 

Founded other chapters and president of several 

Built 4 Airplanes to date/Sonerai will be #5 

          -Moni Motorglider, all metal 

          -RV-6A 

          -RV-6A (second one took only 10 months) 

          -Cub Replica/Tube and Fabric 

Fully Retired at 56 years old after two complete careers 

          -Active Duty Air Force Retiree 

          -Retired UPS 767 Captain 

          Lived at Pecan for 18 years 

We build and fly Experimentals for our own recreation and education, 

we don't do it for hire/compensation/income, we do our own work 

keeping with the spirit and intent of EAA and the Experimental  

category 

Karla Ross 

  

700 hr Private Pilot 

National EAA member since 1992  (#414643) 

Past President of EAA Chapter 983 

          -was the 4th president of the chapter 

          -past Treasurer and past Secretary 

   1st and probably only female at Pecan to have an FAA 

Repairman Certificate 

          -Cub was built 50% at least by Karla and is licensed in     

            her name  

          -Built 50% of other 3 airplanes 

 

   Experienced aircraft metal worker, fabric covering expert 

U.S. Air Force maintenance technician 

  Kevin and Karla Ross are a couple indi-
viduals that really struck me as what 
EAA really means.   Normal  
everyday people seeking out and 
fulfilling dream after dream through hard 
work and dedication.   It doesn’t take a 
rocket scientist to build airplanes.  It 
doesn’t even take an aeronautical degree 
or background.   Its you and me learning 
the trade and construction of simple 
tasks that when put together as a whole, 
creates something that you can step back 
and be proud of.  “Yes I built this  
Airplane”   How many people can say 
that?   The comments you typically get 
are more along the lines of, “WOW, 
your crazy.” or “You’d never get me in 
that thing”    These are just the few one 
liners we hear from the OUTSIDERS in 
the aviation world.   Yet here are two 
people who between them have built 4 
airplanes and now are tackling their 5th 
one.   A Sonerai I.   Designed by the 
great John Monnet.   Join me as we take 
a look at the latest Ross Project. 



History of the Sonerai Aircraft 

    The Sonerai is a small, VW powered homebuilt  
aircraft designed by John Monnett. The Sonerai began 
to compete as a single seat mid-wing Formula-V racer 
class formed in 1972. The Sonerai soon evolved into a 
two-seat model called the Sonerai II. Later versions 
included a low wing Sonerai IIL, a tricycle gear 
Sonerai IILT and finally the stretched Sonerai IILS 

and IILST. 

    John Monnett came up with the name Sonerai from 
a combination of the words Sonic and Cosmic-Ray  
Many Sonerais have been built and it remains a very 
popular design for people seeking a low cost experi-
mental aircraft with good speed and maneuverability. 
The airframe cost to build in 1974 was estimated at 
$2,500. The 2010 airframe cost is approximately 
$6,000 (US) and the total cost is approximately 
$15,000 (US) with the addition of hardware, instru-
mentation, engine and other required items. The time 
to build is between 800 and 1000 hours. 

Above:  The Ross Sonerai was purchased as a already started kit.   Now that 
Kevin is on the short list of Retirement, I see lots of hours being spent in the 
hanger getting her ready to fly.    Although it looks almost complete, they are 
stripping the aircraft and making several modifications.   

The Sonerai I was designed to use the 
1,600cc VW engine and the Sonerai II was 
designed to use the 1700cc VW engine. The 
wings were designed to fold alongside the 
fuselage for towing without a trailer and 
compact storage. The Sonerai II was de-
signed to be soloed from the rear seat. The 
aircraft is built around a fabric covered steel 
tube fuselage with all aluminum wings and a 
fiberglass nose cowl. The plans cost $50 and 
$57 in 1974 .   Below is the typical setup of a 
Sonerai aircraft.  Kevin and Karla’s have a 
few modifications.   
 

General characteristics 

• Crew: 1 

• Length: 18 ft 10 in (5.74 m) 

• Wingspan: 18 ft 8 in (5.69 m) 

• Empty weight: 520 lb (236 kg) 

• Max takeoff weight: 950 lb (431 kg) 

• Powerplant: 1 × Volkswagen air cooled 

engine air-cooled flat-four 

Performance 

• Maximum speed: 170 kn; 320 km/h 

(200 mph) 

• Cruise speed: 126 kn; 233 km/h 

(145 mph) 

• Stall speed: 39 kn; 72 km/h (45 mph) 

• Range: 347 nmi (399 mi; 643 km) 

Kevin and Karla will be removing 
the turtle deck to increase the 
height.  Kevin, not being of short 
stature, needs just a little more head 
room to feel comfortable in the new 
plane.   I have not been around 
many TUBE aircraft and I must say 
that the craftsmanship on this pro-
ject is incredible.  When you look at 
the Ross’s Cub you see the same 
quality work and passion there.  
This Sonerai has some good hands 
working on her.    

The original Sonerai Plans.    Been in the 
Ross family since 1978. 



Kevin and Karla point out that these are some of the main 
reasons for picking this project.   
 
      -Will be likely be powered by a Revmaster or Aerovee   
         engine 
      -Will fly for around $15K total investment, a 
        Lycoming engine alone for an RV project would cost   
        $24K! 
      -Exhaust valve for a Lycoming engine cost $156, for a  
        Revmaster cost $7! 
      -Cruise will be around 150mph 
          -wings nearly complete 
          -12 gallons of fuel, burn rate should be 4gph or les 

    As you can see, Kevin removes the old turtle deck to make 
room for the new and improved one.   Its amazing how strong 
this light weight tubing is when put under the stress that we 
pilots put these machines through.   The construction of the 
Sonerai includes Tube and Fabric, Fiberglass, and sheet metal.   
Kevin said “there is a lot of stuff done right, a lot not done 
right, but knew that going into it.  Previous builder sold it 
because it was too small, I knew that going into it also.  Once I 
got it home I stripped the cover off the airplane and took it 
completely apart.  Then I took a die grinder and cut the  
turtledeck completely off!  Rebuilding the fuselage to fit me.”  

     -performance should be similar to Sonex's Onex for a  
       lot less.  (Rumors are there is one on the field) 
     -plans built, not kit built, sketchy plans, no kit 
     -Grove gun drilled gear, Grove hydraulic wheels and  
        brakes 
      -Will have minimal day VFR instrumentation 

     Time frame for the build to be complete is estimated at 
about a year or so.   Depending on how much time is 
spent in the hanger.   With the dedication that Kevin and 
Karla have, we may see this bird in the air sooner than 
that.   This will be the second Sonerai in the area.  Mr. 
Jim Carlisle has one hangered over on the Granbury  
airport.   Every once in a while you can see the yellow 
and black mesquito buzzing in the skies over the city.   
The Sonerai was and still is raced in the Reno Air Races 
within the Formula One Races.     Do I see a race in our 
future……..NAH  doubt it, but hey it will be cool to see 
two incredible machines in the area.        



EAA Eagle Flights! New Program for Adults to Launch Spring 2012 
    November 29, 2011 – EAA’s upcoming aviation orientation program for adults, which is scheduled to be launched in spring 
2012, now has its official name: EAA Eagle Flights. The program, based on the enormously successful EAA Young Eagles flights 
for youth, will focus on one-on-one flight experiences and pathways that help adults toward discovering more about flying and even-

tual pilot certification. 

    “As we reviewed names for the program, it became evident that EAA should properly build on the success and legacy created by 
the Young Eagles efforts over the past two decades,” said Rod Hightower, EAA president/CEO. “The EAA Eagle Flights name 
evokes a strong connection to that mission of creating the next generation of aviators, yet stands alone as a unique program for 
adults to become engaged in aviation through  

participating in ways that relate best to them.” 

    As with the 1.6 million youth flown through the Young Eagles program since 1992, EAA Eagle Flights will supply orientation 
flights free of charge by volunteer EAA-member pilots. Registration material, structure, and additional insurance coverage will be 
provided through EAA. Eagle Flights participants can be flown either in single flights or as part of larger rallies typically hosted by 

EAA chapters. 

    EAA first announced that it would create a flight introduction program for adults during EAA AirVenture 2011. The Eagle Flights 

program is part of EAA’s effort to reduce barriers to entering aviation and encourage participation. 

From the Desk of EAA 

Congress Restores BARR in Funding Bill 

By J. Mac McClellan, Director of Publications, EAA 747337 

    November 29, 2011 – Language in a comprehensive funding bill passed by Congress forbids the FAA from releasing the flying 

activity of those airplane owners who wish to block their registration numbers from websites that track flights. 

    Until earlier this year any airplane owners could have their N number blocked from websites under a program called Blocked 
Aircraft Registration Request (BARR). But then last March, for reasons that were impossible to understand, the FAA ended the 
BARR except for airplane owners who could demonstrate a very immediate “critical” threat to their personal safety, or the safety of 

the aircraft if the flight information was released. 

    EAA immediately joined with other aviation groups led by NBAA and AOPA to demand that BARR be restored to protect the 
privacy of airplane owners who did not want details of when and where they flew their airplanes broadcast worldwide. A legal ac-
tion has been filed, but many congressmen and senators understood the importance of privacy rights and got behind the effort to 

restore BARR. 

    The so-called “minibus” bill approved by Congress last week provides funding for many federal government activities, including 
the FAA. The language in the bill ensures that BARR will be reinstated for the remainder of the government’s fiscal year, which 
lasts through the end of September 2012. Because the return of BARR is only ensured to that date, it is unclear whether the court 

action led by NBAA and AOPA, with support from EAA, requesting permanent restoration of the BARR program will continue. 

    It is assumed, but not yet certain, that the NBAA will operate the BARR program again. The way the system worked in the past is 
that an airplane owner made a request to NBAA to have his or her N number blocked. NBAA then passed on this list to the FAA, 

which demanded that any website or other outlet posting aircraft movements in the system block N numbers on the BARR list. 

    For a fee some websites allowed owners to see the location and movements of their own airplanes in the system through a pass-
word-protected site. It is assumed that owners who want to block their flight activity from the worldwide public will again be al-

lowed to track their own airplanes through such a mechanism. 

    The united effort by all general and business aviation groups, including EAA, were certainly effective in convincing a majority in 
Congress to protect privacy rights. Whether your fly a piston single or a large jet, EAA and the other groups believe you should have 

the right to prevent the government from broadcasting your flight activity in detail to the entire world over the Internet. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

December 10th 

 

Christmas Party Pecan Plantation Club 

Chapter Officers 

Position Name Phone 

President John McComas 817-736-0320 

Vice President Doug Crumrine 817-573-1220 

Secretary/Treasurer Pam Fisher 903-617-9920 

Young Eagles Konnie Sasser 817-578-1979 

Tech Counselors Martin Sutter 817-579-8765 

 Ken Morgan 817-573-1669 

 Dick Keyt 817-279-7590 

Flight Advisors Don Saint 817-578-7339 

 Dave Christman 817-279-9899 

 Steve Wilson 817-279-1379 

Newsletter Editor Garrett Easley 254-415-0053 

Tools Gary Bricker 817-578-7377 

Website Bill Eslick 817-475-2194 

Advertising Manager Garrett Easley 254-415-0053 

Librarian/Photos Marcia Walker 817-578-3369 



Dick Keyt Polen Special and Thorp T-18 

Don Saint Kitfox Super Sport 

Sid Tucker DeHavilland DH-82A “Tiger Moth” 

Dwight Hill Murphy Rebel 

Greg Walker RV-8A 

Dave & Wendy Moore RV-10 

Rick & Monica Richardson RV-7A 

Ron Schuster 1986 Bushby Mustang II 

Damon Berry 1939 T-Craft 

Larry Henney Lancair IV 

Charles Williams GP4 Rebuild 

Gary Green Wag-Aero Cuby 

Shawn Scott RV-4 

Don Doubleday Thorp T-18CW 

Jerry Althouse Challenger II Rebuild 

Garrett Easley RV-7 

John Kleber Lancair Legacy 

Bob & Pam Fisher RV-7A 

Kenneth Morgan Thorpe T-18 

CHAPTER PROJECTSCHAPTER PROJECTSCHAPTER PROJECTSCHAPTER PROJECTS    

CALLING ALL SECTIONALS!! 

   We have been asked by Mr. Emerson White who is the Aviation teacher at 
Granbury High School to save all your old sectional charts.  He would like to 
use the charts for teaching in his classes.  If you have any charts or anything 
else that you think could possibly be used in Emerson’s class, please contact 
him.   His email is emerson.white@granburyisd.org 
 
 



FO
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Exxon Elite aircraft oil. I am now a distributor. $58 for a 12 qt case. Toprated 
for both wear and corrosion protection. Profits donated to the Dennis 
N. Polen Educational Foundation. Dick Keyt 817 279-7590 

flykeyts@charter.net 

Hangar Space Wanted for my Falco N89WH, a great looking hangar mate. I need to relocate  
by November 1, 2011 and want to stay at 0TX1. Roy Henderson 206.399.6980, or ifraviator@aol.com.  

KR2 still in the unopened original box. It needs an engine. Asking $2,500. Mrs. Robert Bargo, 
1125 Yearsly Drive, Dover, DE 19902 302 674-2437 

1990 Campbell Super Cub, half-interest for sale. 160hp TTSN 1064, 137SMO, full electric, 
transponder, encoder, 720 radio, nav and landing lights, Husky seats. Licensed Experimental with 
PMA wings, Cleveland brakes, and is basically a PA-18 replica. TOGW is 1750. Hangared at 
0TX1. $26K Joe Sasser 817 579-0903 or Bill Bohlke 800 653-9177 

FOR SALE: Experimental plans built aircraft: TTAF 331/SMOH 331. 
Italian design - sexy, fast and military design, based 0TX1 (Pecan Planta-
tion, TX). Plans built by Willard Hofler with excellent quality construc-
tion. IO-320 B1A Lycoming, 8.5 g/hr cruise at 155 kts/hr, military design 
loads, GPS, NavCom, Com,  autopilot, electric trim, leather interior.  No 
damage history. $82,500  Roy Henderson 206.399.6980 of ifravia-
tor@aol.com.  

Positive Pressure Paint Booth 8 X 8 paint booth with floor, painted. Twin box fans pro-

vide steady inflow, hinged door for hoses, Halogen lighting from outside for safety, 20 X 

20 exhaust filter port, bifold door. Special Chapter 983 rate for cost of materials, $200. 

Call Andy at 817 578-7377 

CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS    

For Sale by membersFor Sale by membersFor Sale by membersFor Sale by members    



ADVERTISERSADVERTISERSADVERTISERSADVERTISERS    

 

BUY THIS SPACE 

 

Contact Garrett Easley 

Chapter 983 



 

BUY THIS SPACE 

 

Contact Garrett Easley 

Chapter 983 





To reduce costs, consider receiving this newsletter on line. Contact Pam Fisher for 

corrections to conventional mailing address, or to change to online format. 
 

Project Updates Needed/News Stories Wanted 
   Do you have a story or something worthy of the Chapter newsletter? Then contact me so 
that we can get you featured!   Are you finished with a certain stage of your 
project, or getting ready for a first flight?  Send me an email at garrett3374@yahoo.com or 
give me a call at 254-415-0053 


